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WHITE RIBBON DAY 
Statement by Minister for Child Protection 

HON HELEN MORTON (East Metropolitan — Minister for Child Protection) [10.06 am]: I would like to 
inform the house that next Tuesday, 25 November, marks White Ribbon Day and the International Day for the 
Elimination of Violence against Women. White Ribbon Day is the world’s largest male-led movement to end 
violence against women. In Australia, this includes an annual national campaign to change attitudes and 
behaviours that perpetuate domestic violence. The campaign invites men to pledge that they will challenge sexist 
and violent behaviour by speaking up and raising awareness of the issue. 

Family and domestic violence crosses all social, economic, and demographic boundaries. WA Police attended 
46 874 domestic violence incidents between 2012 and 2013, and up to 37 500 children were witness to this 
violence. This is unfathomable and unacceptable. 

Tomorrow I will lead a silent march through the city to commemorate those who have lost their lives as a result 
of domestic violence. The twenty-fourth annual silent memorial march will honour and remember the women, 
children and men who have lost their lives to domestic violence. Over 500 Western Australians will gather in 
Stirling Court Gardens to listen to guest presenters and participate in a rose-laying ceremony—a sombre 
reminder of the 16 people who have died from domestic violence since last year’s march. 

In Western Australia, we are continually increasing and improving our collaborative initiatives to combat 
domestic violence and to support victims. The state government has been supporting integrated responses to 
family and domestic violence for more than five years. Through the Department for Child Protection and Family 
Support, significant work has been undertaken to provide multi-agency responses to both victims and 
perpetrators of family domestic violence. A number of initiatives have been put in place, including governance 
mechanisms, strategic policy, formal partnerships between agencies, and strategies to support workforce 
development. Although stories relating to family and domestic violence regularly receive media coverage, they 
are often portrayed without identifying the dynamic or gendered nature of the problem. 

At tomorrow’s march, I will formally launch a new resource that has been developed specifically to guide the 
reporting of family and domestic violence in a responsible and respectful way. This resource provides 
information and resources, statistics and interview guidelines and will also discuss, amongst other things, 
common myths and misconceptions of family and domestic violence. One of these is the belief that family and 
domestic violence is caused by substance abuse, stress, employment issues, poverty and failed marriage. It is 
simply not true. People use violence in the domestic setting because they believe they are entitled to use violence 
to get what they want. Not all people who abuse drugs and alcohol are violent, and many are violent whether 
they are under the influence or sober. Although alcohol may disinhibit some people and exacerbate the violence, 
underlying attitudes, values and beliefs are starting points for the use of violence. Through engagement with 
white ribbon campaigns, or by becoming a white ribbon ambassador, a growing number of men are joining the 
fight to make our communities safer. We all have a role in contributing to social change, and I urge all members 
of Parliament to wear white ribbons and continue to advocate in your communities for an end to violence against 
women. Through this show of solidarity, we are giving victims a voice and creating communities that are free 
from violence and abuse.  
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